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Wikidata is a sister project

Wikimedia logo family complete 2023 by Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Wikidata is a Wikimedia 
project to create an open and 
collaborative database.

It stores relational statements 
about entities.

Interwiki links associate with 
the pages on the Wikimedia 
projects that describe entities.
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Wikidata is a sister project

Wikimedia logo family complete 2023 by Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Wikipedia tells

Commons shows

Wikidata connects

https://diff.wikimedia.org/2026/04/12/can-all-the-
museums-of-a-country-fit-into-wikipedia/
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What is Wikidata?
Structured data
Multilingual
Anyone can edit 
CC0 licensed
Identifier hub
Queryable
Data reuse

Wikidata logo, Wikimedia Foundation  CC0 via Wikicommons
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Wikidata items are interconnected by Siobhan Leachman CC0 via Wikicommons

Structured and linked data
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Multilingual data

Screenshot of Ynes Mexia wikidata item, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2600470
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Anyone can edit

Wikidata Advocates in Emerging Communities by Wikimedia Germany and Reboot, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Advocates_in_Emerging_Communities.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


CC0 License

Open Data CC0 by Jan Ainali, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Data_CC0_Wikidata.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Identifier hub

Screenshot of Ynes Mexia Wikidata item identifiers Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2600470
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Queryable

Screenshot of map generated from Wikidata query and screenshot of Wikidata Query Builder, Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0 

https://w.wiki/AAFA
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Data reuse

Biodiversity Heritage Library JACQ CETAF botany pilot 

Screenshots of BHL catalogue  and JACQ CETAF botany pilot reused for education purposes under section 43 of the New Zealand Copyright Act. 

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/creator/15373#/titles
https://services.bgbm.org/botanypilot/person/q/Q1349394#viaf
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1994/0143/latest/DLM345962.html


Ynes Mexia Wikidata item example by Makenzie Mabry (Wikidata: Q36629833), CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Wikidata item 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ynes_Mexia_Wikidata_item_example.png
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Weave a data ecosystem

Weaving with Phytelephas fronds by Dick Culbert from Gibsons, B.C., Canada, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Weaving_with_Phytelephas_fronds_(19167330314).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0


2023 Wikidata intensity map 

Wikidata intensity map, Addshore, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons. For a live map see: https://wmde.github.io/wikidata-map/dist/index.html 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-map-2023-06-26-items-intensity-100.png
https://wmde.github.io/wikidata-map/dist/index.html


Edit proactively!
Mitigating AI Bias - the Wikimedian Way

Scholarly article about bias in Wikidata

Bias in Wikidata

Wikidata edit book mark by Jameela P., CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/10/10/mitigating-biases-artificial-intelligences-wikipedian-way/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353863316_Analyzing_Race_and_Country_of_Citizenship_Bias_in_Wikidata
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_edit_book_mark.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Build an important, reliable, open data repository 
➢ Blog - Why is Wikidata important to you? 

Improve consistency in Wikipedia
➢ Blog - How Wikipedia leverages Wikidata

Create wide-ranging science applications
➢ PLoS paper - Ten quick tips 

Connect things, collaboratively
➢ Blog - For the greater good

Why edit Wikidata?

Wikidata edit book mark by Jameela P., CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://wikiedu.org/blog/2019/06/03/why-is-wikidata-important-to-you/#:~:text=Wikidata%20is%20the%20centralized%2C%20linked,data%20from%20Wikidata%20as%20well.
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2022/07/14/leveraging-wikidata-for-wikipedia/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10358883/
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Wikidata Settings
Preferences (Gadgets) explained

Wikidata Help - User Options

Wikidata Tools - Enhance user interface

Wikidata -  Gadget usage statistics

New Zealand Species Editathon Oct 2024 by Heidi Meudt, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Navigating_Wikidata/User_Options
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools/Enhance_user_interface
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:New_Zealand_Species_Editathon_Oct_2024_05.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Wikidata Preferences

Screenshot of Wikidata. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Tick these 12 gadgets

Screenshot of Wikidata. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

X X X X X X X X X X X X

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database
_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics


Adding languages in Wikidata

Screenshot of Wikidata language settings, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Multilingual data

Screenshot of Helen Piwnica-Worms wikidata item, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q91337203
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Screenshots of Wikidata. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

1) On the Preference Appearance tab tick this:

2) On your Userpage in Wikidata, add and publish 
a Babel statement:
e.g. https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Stitchbird2 

Adding languages in Wikidata 
Multilingual editing

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Stitchbird2


Common.js scripts
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Datab
ase_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics


Common.js scripts

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Stitchbird2/common.js 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics


To install: go to the Enhance user interface ScriptInstaller section, click “Activate”, and 
copy the line of code in the grey box to your common.js page. Publish and Refresh.

Or copy/paste this text straight to your common.js page:
mw.loader.load( 

'//www.wikidata.org/w/index.php?title=User%3ASo9q%2FScriptInstaller.js&action=raw&ct

ype=text%2Fjavascript' ); // [[User:So9q/ScriptInstaller.js]]

●

Wikidata ScriptInstaller

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools/Enhance_user_interface/en#Script_installer
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:So9q/ScriptInstaller.js
http://scriptinstaller.js
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:So9q/ScriptInstaller.js


Common.js scripts
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Datab
ase_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics 

1) Click on UseAsRef
2) Click on Activate

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics


Common.js scripts

3) Click on  [[User:Bargioni/UseAsRef.js]]
4) Click the “Install” button.
5) Go back to your common.js page and refresh/check it worked.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/Gadget_usage_statistics
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Bargioni/UseAsRef.js
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Helpful resources
Learnwikidata.net (video)

Wikidata for collectors
Wikidata para coleccionistas
Wikidata main page

Wikidata tours
University of Edinburgh guide

  Tools and resources for Wikidata 
      Wikidata referencing tips (User:Spinster)

Panic learning and comfort zones by MissLunaRose12, CC BY-SA 4.0 , via Wikimedia Commons

http://learnwikidata.net
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.11069147
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.11435201
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/help-consultancy/is-skills/wikimedia/wikidata/editing-wikidata
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.11069157
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Spinster/Wikidata_references_made_easier
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


More useful Wikidata tools

Author disambiguator tool
or install AuthorStrings to common.js

BHL2Wiki tool

Quickstatements
Youtube video

More Wikidata tools

Screenshot of the Author disambiguator tool. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0 Wikidata

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools/Author_Disambiguator
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Magnus_Manske/author_strings.js
https://bhl2wiki.herokuapp.com/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/QuickStatements_3.0/Documentation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0TYQ9LRRTQ
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


How to edit Wikidata
Wikidata tours tutorials

How to edit Wikidata video

Creating a new taxon item 

Screenshot 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=645bk8HQ4aw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1upJoau1ZCpOC6qrSMbgywfaqt07QCrFozRRIX8rbi4A/edit?usp=sharing


Demo
Navigating & Editing a Wikidata item 

for a person



Summary

Wikidata connects
➢ Due to it being structured open linked data, multilingual, CC0, 

queryable, reusable
Wikidata gadgets are helpful

➢ Your preferences are now set up to streamline editing
➢ You can now add additional gadgets easily

Make use of resources to edit Wikidata
➢ Be bold, give it a go
➢ Ask me and others questions



Discussion time
➢ Questions?
➢ Comments?
➢ Other tips to share?

All images from Christchurch WikiCon 2025 by Jonny Knopp / Peanut Productions for Wikimedia Aotearoa New Zealand, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Christchurch_WikiCon_2025
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Copyright license
© Heidi Meudt 2026. Unless indicated otherwise for specific images, this slide deck is licensed for 
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